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Past, Puesent, Futures

A CONTINUING LEGACY OF HOSPITALITYZ

}.r '." "

or scores of families, the L.och Lyme L.odge evokes happy sum-
mertime memories. For others, it promises the next generation
an experience like no other. And for those who have a vision of
what this exceptional property could become, there is a dream
they hope will someday come true. s
Loch Lyme Lodge was originally a 200-acre farm with a house built
in 1784.1In 1917, the farm was sold, and the house was converted into
a bed and breakfast. In keeping with vacation trends of the time, the owners
built individual cabins between the 1930s and the 1970s. The Barker.
family bought the property in 1946 and ran Loch Lyme Liodge until

2006, when they sold it to the current owners; the Pinnacle Project.

-

The waterfront at Loch Lyme Lodge.
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“Our family involvement with Loch Lyme
Lodge dates back to the early 1940s when my
mother became dining room hostess for Alice
Thayer,” Judy Fulton Barker recalls. “My parents
owned Loch Lyme for three decades during the

middle of the 1900s. My husband Paul and I
enjoyed a similar length of time there. We could

write a book detailing the reasons why Loch Lyme,

for almost a century, has been a tremendous asset
to the community. Its role in the Town of Lyme’s
history cannot be denied. When it came time for
us to sell the business, we looked into dividing
the property into lots and selling it off piece by
piece. We were saddened by the thought of how
much would be lost if we chose this path. We felt
extremely fortunate to be able to pass the prop-
erty on to a group of people who had a vision that
would keep the property intact and allow people
for years to come to continue to enjoy this unique

part of Lyme’s history.”

A NEW VISION

Liz Ryan Cole, one of the founding members of
the Pinnacle Project, recalls “L.och Lyme Lodge
came about as a group process. One evening we
had a dinner party and the conversation turned

to what we would do when we got older. The
cohousing model that came from Denmark was
something that we could all get behind. We started
putting the money aside and looked for a place for
the project. We found this property and thought it
could work well for clustered housing with about
90 acres of open, shared land. The Barkers gave us
a mortgage, which made it simpler. I remember

' 7

thinking, “Wow we are really going to do this
Since the Barkers had $140,000 in bookings

already for the summer of 2006, the new owners

decided to run the lodge for the summer and hired

some local people to assist. The group eventually

hired Jay and Amy Kelly, who have been the inn-
keepers since 2007.

Keeping the lodge running was something that
the owners decided could work well in parallel to
the cohousing project. Member Rich Brown says,
“The hospitality business brings a lot of life to
the property, and we decided to continue it while
the project got going and to keep it as a point of

interest for new members.”

Top: A view of the Lodge from Route 10, 1940s.

Above: The barn, likely built in the 1890s. Loch Lyme Lodge plans to move the
barn back from the road and renovate it for retreats and weddings.
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Clockwise top left:
Lakeside, the largest
cabin with a lawn

right by the beach.
Lakeside’s living room
and screened porch.
Edgewood, a typical
one-bedroom B&B
cabin. Fernwood'’s
living room. Lakefield’s

. screened porch. Swim
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“Loch Lyme Lodge is beloved

by an untold number of families
who have been coming back for
years and years. Besides being a

beautiful and tranquil place, we
have the pond for swimming
and boating, tennis, volleyball,

hiking, or you can do absolutely
nothing—which is allowed
here.”

=
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Clockwise from top: The Lodge has welcomed guests for 100 years. The arch greets
guests to the waterfront. Playwood cabin is filled with games and books. Kayaks, canoes,
and paddleboards at the waterfront. A couple has their wedding ceremony on the
waterfront and then use a tent behind the barn for their reception.
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GENERATIONS OF SPECIAL
MEMORIES

Now Loch Lyme Lodge is a 115-acre
tranquil retreat on Post Pond with 20
rustic cabins and miles of hiking and bik-
ing trails. The Lodge serves guests from
mid-May through the end of September.
Guests can prepare their own meals in
the cabins with kitchens or enjoy cuisine
from the dining rooms in the old farm-
house turned inn. The current owners
continue to operate the Lodge in much
the same manner as it has been over the
last century, drawing back families year
after year for a one-of-a-kind rustic
experience.

Rich says, “Loch Lyme Lodge is
beloved by an untold number of families
who have been coming back for years
and years. Besides being a beautiful and
tranquil place, we have the pond for
swimming and boating, tennis, volleyball,
hiking, or you can do absolutely nothing—
which is allowed here.”

“It has been wonderful to share this
special place with what we call the Loch
Lyme Family—people who have been
coming for generations,” said Liz. “They
share their memories with us. A guest
came and introduced us to his wife,
whom he had met here years ago when
they were only 12. There was a couple
who spent the first night of their hon-
eymoon at the lodge then came back
on their 50th wedding anniversary to
celebrate. We have families who have
been coming for decades, now bringing
the grandchildren or great grandchildren
to experience a summer vacation here.
Shirley Avakian, for example, now stays
in the room in the Lakeside cabin that
her grandfather used to stay in when
she would come with him as a girl. K.
Karpen’s mom worked here as a cabin girl
and he has spent at least one week at the
lodge every year of his life (and I think he
is probably in his 70s now). Many people
are astonished to see that things have

barely changed over the decades.”

Our platinum Legacy Collection
features this new vintage inspired
ring that is hand fabricated and truly
one of a kind. The process began
over a year ago with the careful
selection of a hexagonal step cut
diamond. After months of sketching
and designing, the ring came to life
with thirty hours of on-site fabrication.

We will be introducing more hand
fabricated pieces to our showcases
soon. If you are interested in having

us create a custom designed piece just
for you, bring us your ideas and we will
guide you through the design process.

¢ Scan the QR code to learn more
about our custom design services.

Diamonds + Custom Design + Repairs

33 North Park Streetl, Lebanon, NH 031766

CALL/TEXT: 603-448-4106 « design@@dutilles,.com

- EST. 1959 -

2 Jewelry Design Studio

VISIT US ON: Facebook « Instagram « dutilles.com

Architects

E.:.A‘A.llsill [ \"l. ll."L. l..\; \L".l'LlJl‘."o
Lyme, Now Hampshr
GO3-T95-483 1

rimudge.com
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Golf Center

has to offer:
36 holes of miniature golf

professiondl golf' lessons

and don'¥ forget
o¢ creéam fore-u
the cheamiest soft-serve
36 favors of hard-serve
hot dogs and mobel

298 Plainfield Rd.

West Lebanon, NH 03784
603-298-9702

Next to Home Depat

CAFE, BAKERY,
STORE & SCHOOL

OPEN DAILY

Store: 8am - Spm | Cafe: Bam - 3pm

RI.SSOUTH, NORWICH, VT (B02) 649-336}
Krf‘.ﬂAl lhw B.liinﬁ.{;:;-cn

“But first and foremost, we want to preserve this special

place for future generations. Our hope is that people
will sit by the water 100 years from now and appreciate
everything we have done to preserve these fields and
woods, and provide vacation and permanent homes
while protecting the property.”

Rich recalls speaking to a teenage boy one summer. “He said, ‘I love to come
to the lodge because each year the same families are here. I get to hang out with the
kids and it’s like they are my fake cousins.” Another example is four families who
came by happenstance for the same week. Their kids all hung out and the parents
did too, after which they made a point of booking the same weeks for years.”

As a business, Loch Lyme Lodge is an integral part of the community. For
generations the lodge has been a source of summer jobs for local kids. They also
bring in summer workers who are students from other countries. “They get to
meet the local kids as well as get to take time off to schedule trips to other parts
of the country,” says Liz. “We had one young Englishman recently who came
because his mother had been a summer employee here and wanted him to have

the same experience she had.”

LOOKING AHEAD

For Liz and the other owners, Loch Lyme Lodge is a labor of love. “A summer-
only model isn’t sustainable in the 21st century. To protect the Lodge, we must
look for ways to make the business more profitable. We host several weddings
here each year, but we could hold more events as well as offer retreat space by
renovating the barn, which will have a large open space for dinners and dancing
as well as breakout rooms.”

Pinnacle is made up of members who make a capital contribution to the cor-
poration. Membership is open, says Liz. “Basically, we are looking for people

who value community, have a vision to protect these 115 acres, and can laugh at
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A sunset over Post Pond.

themselves. We have annual meetings,
elect officers, and have a transparent
decision-making process. We have
local members and members who live
across the country. Members get to use
the property, get discounts, and some
will buy cabins, which range in price
from $100,000 to $170,000. The Lodge
manages the rentals and cabin owners
get a small share of the profits.”

Liz continues, “The group still has
plans for the cohousing project and
envisions a cluster of energy-efhicient
units on eight acres, while keeping
about 90 acres of land undeveloped,
building a mix of independent living
and supported living with care on-site,
just a mile from town. But first and
foremost, we want to preserve this
special place for future generations.
Our hope is that people will sit by
the water 100 years from now and
appreciate everything we have done to
preserve these fields and woods, and
provide vacation and permanent homes

while protecting the property.” %®

Loch Lyme Lodge
70 Orford Road
Lyme, NH

(603) 795-2141
lochlymelodge.com

FINE FRAMING IS AN ART IN I'TSELF

Providing Fine Custom Picture Framing

for the Upper Valley and Beyond for 38 Years!

“Where Framing i1s an Art”

« Artisan Finished Corner Frames - Custom Frames
« Readymade and Photo Frames

802-296-2121 « www.junctionframeshop.com « WRJ, VT

Upper Valley Haven
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The Inflation

Struggle is REAL

We rely on your generosity to help

FOOD | SHELTER | EDUCATION | FROBLEM SOLVING

us deliver services and programs like
the Food Shelf, the shelters, children’s
programs, and housing support. The
lifelines we ofter may surprise you!
Intlation and rising costs, coupled
with the loss of government assistance
programs, have a real impact in the
Upper Valley,

The Haven prioritizes those we serve,
even as we struggle with inflation as
an organization.

uppervalleyhaven.org/donate

donate. volunteer. make an impact.

713 Hartford Ave., White River Jct. = 802-295-6500 = UpperValleyHaven.org
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